G. S. 4430
PLATS AND SUBDIVISIONS, MAPPING REQUIREMENTS
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Historical Background
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47-30 — A Historical Back Ground

1.

SESSION LAW 1911, CHAPTER 355 AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE
REGISTRATION OF PLATS AND SUBDIVISIONS

Plats or subdivisions recorded on oath of surveyor — all aspects correct and was prepared from an
actual survey. Requirements - Date of survey and variation of the magnetic needle. March 3,
1911

CONSOLIDATED STATUTES 1919, SEC 3318 — No information

SESSION LAW 1923, CHAPTER 105 - AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 331 OF THE
CONSOLIDATED STATUES OF 1919, AND TO VALIDATE THE RECORDING OF
CERTAIN MAPS OR PLATS, SUBDIVIDING LAND

Curative legislation — making plats recorded under a prior version of this legislation valid without
probate in accordance with Section 3318. February 17, 1923

SESSION LAW 1935, CHAPTER 219 - AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION TREE
THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED EIGHTEEN OF VOLUME III OF THE
CONSOLIDATED STATUES RELATING TO THE RECORDATION OF PLATS AND
SUBDIVISIONS BY STRIKING OUT ALL OF SAID SECTION AND SUBSTITUTING
IN LIEU THEREOF A NEW SECTION

Providing for the recording and indexing of a plat: providing for the manner of recording same;
providing for the reference to the record of such plat; and the validating the recordation of certain
plats heretofore recorded. April 23, 1935 (The full recording statute)

SESSION LAW 1941, CHAPTER 249 — AN ACT TO AMEND CHAPTER TWO
HUNDRED AND NINETEEN OF THE PUBLIC LAWS OF ONE THOUSAND NINE
HUNDRED AND THIRTY-FIVE RELATING TO THE RECORDATION OF PLATS
AND SUBDIVISIONS AND PROVIDING FOR THE RECORDING OF SAME.

Ch 219 public laws, 1935 amended as to the recording plats when surveyor making plat is dead.
March 15, 1941

SESSION LAW 1953, CHAPTER 47 - AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 30 OF CHAPTER
47 OF THE GENERAL STATUTES OF NORTH CAROLINA, RELATING TO THE
PROBATE AND REGISTRATION OF PLATS AND SUBDIVISIONS.

Authorized the insertion of the words “according to the best of his knowledge and belief” in the
surveyors certification and validated all plats previously registered upon probate. February 6,
1953

SESSION LAW 1959, CHAPTER 1235 — AN ACT TO AMEND CHAPTER 47 OF THE
GENERAL STATUTES RELATING TO PLATS AND SUBDIVISION AND LAND
SURVEYS AND RECORDING OF SAME.

A rewrite of GS 47-30, 1957, ( this act closely resembles today’s 47-30), this act did not apply
to Washington, Tyrrell, Beaufort, Hyde, Jones, Pamlico, Pitt, Robeson, Watauga,
Northampton, Martin, Scotland, Pender, Surry, Alleghany, Harnett, Swain, Madison,
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10.

11.

12.

13.

Person, Cherokee, Lenoir, Bladen, Franklin, Caswell, Greene, Hoke, Pasquotank, Ashe,
Alexander, Lee and Jackson counties. (January 1, 1960)

NOTE: SESSION LAW 1959 CHAPTER 1236 - AN ACT TO AMEND CHAPTER 89 OF THE
GENERAL STATUTES RELATING TO THE RIGISTRATION AND PRACTICE OF
LANDSURVEYORS.

AN ACT TO AMEND CHAPTER 89 OF THE GENERAL STATUTES RELATING TO THE
RIGISTRATION AND PRACTICE OF LANDSURVEYORS,

Sectionl. G. S. 89-14 is amended to read as follows:

"G. 8, 89-14. Land Surveyors. At any time prior to July 1, 1960, upon new
application therefore and the payment of a registration fee of ten dollars (
$10.00), the Board shall issue a certificate of registration with- out oral or
written examination, when such applicant shall submit evidence under oath,
satisfactory to the Board, that he is of good moral character, and has practiced
land surveying in North Carolina for at least one year. Any applicant
hereunder may request and be given an oral or written examination."

SESSION LAW 1961, CHAPTER 7 - AN ACT TO EXEMPT HERTFORD COUNTY
FROM THE PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 1235 OF THE SESSION LAWS OF 1959
RELATING TO PLATS AND SUBDIVISIONS AND LAND SURVEYS AND
RECORDING OF THE SAME.

Exempts Hertford (February 21, 1961).

SESSION LAW 1961, CHAPTER 111 - AN ACT TO EXEMPT WARREN COUNTY
FROM THE PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 1235 OF THE SESSION LAWS OF 1959
RELATING TO PLATS AND SUBDIVISIONS AND LAND SURVEYS AND
RECORDING OF THE SAME.,

Exempts Warren, Sampson, and Yadkin (March 28, 1961).

SESSION LAW 1961, CHAPTER 111 - AN ACT TO AMEND CHAPTER 1235 OF THE
SESSION LAWS OF 1959, RELATING TO RECORDING LAND SURVEYS, SO AS TO
EXEMPT RICHMOND COUNTY THEREFROM.

Exempts Richmond (April 4,1961)

SESSION LAW 1961, CHAPTER 199 - AN ACT TO AMEND G. S. 47-30 TO EXEMPT
PERQUIMANS COUNTY.
Excepts Anson, Perquimans, and Union (April 11, 1961).

SESSION LAW 1961, CHAPTER 252 - AN ACT TO AMEND CHAPTER 1235 OF THE
1959 SESSION LAWS RELATING TO PLATS AND SUBDIVISIONS AND LAND
SURVEYS SO AS TO REMOVE THE APPLICATION OF THE SAME TO VANCE
COUNTY

Removes Vance (April 18, 1961).

SESSION LAW 1961, CHAPTER 660 — An act to Amend G. S. 47-30 relating to the

Registration of Land Maps.
Word smiting of section (d) SESSION LAW 1959, CHAPTER 1235, no substantive change.
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14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

SESSION LAW 1961, CHAPTER 687 - AN ACT TO AMEND CHAPTER 1235 OF THE
1959 SESSION LAWS REWRITING G. S. 47-30 AND G, S. 47-32 RELATING TO PLATS,
SUBDIVISION, AND LAND SURVEYS SO AS TO PROVIDE SAID ACT SHALL NOT
APPLY TO CARTERET AND GRANVILLE COUNTIES.

The bill only exempts Granville, Carteret is not mentioned in the bill wording (June 8, 1961).

SESSION LAW 1961, CHAPTER 932 - AN ACT TO AMEND CHAPTER 1235 OF THE
1959 SESSION LAWS REWRITING G. S. 47-30 AND G. S. 47-32 RELATING TO PLATS,
SUBDIVISION, AND LAND SURVEYS SO AS TO PROVIDE SAID ACT SHALL NOT
APPLY TO CAMDEN COUNTY.

The bill exempts Camden County

SESSION LAW 1961, CHAPTER 985- AN ACT TO AMEND CHAPTER 534 OF
THE SESSION LAWS OF 1961, ENTITLED "AN ACT TO AMEND CHAPTER
47 OF THE GENERAL STATUTES RELATING TO PLATS, SUBDIVISIONS
AND LAND SURVEYS AND RECORDING OF SAME," RATIFIED MAY 30,
1961.

Word smiting of section (d) SESSION LAW 1959, CHAPTER 1235, no substantive change.

SESSION LAW 1961, CHAPTER 985- AN ACT TO EXEM PT LINCOLN
COUNTY FROM THE PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 1235 OF THE SESSION
LAWS OF 1959 RELATING TO THE RECORDING OF PLATS.

The bill exempts Lincoln County

SESSION LAW 1963, CHAPTER 71 - AN ACT TO REQUIRE OFFICERS ACCEPTING
MAPS FOR RECORDA- TION TO ASCERTAIN THAT SUCH MAPS BEAR THE
SEAL AND CERTIFICATE OF THE SURVEYOR, TO ESTABLISH THE
FORM OF THE CERTIFICATE, AND TO MAKE PERMISSIVE, RATHER
THAN MANDATORY, THE USE OF PHOTOGRAPHIC COPIES.

Allows the recording of a plat that does not meet 47-30 standards if it is certified in accordance
with 47-30 (d) with seal and acknowledgement, it also requires the inclusion of Source
information for the survey and closure information.

SESSION LAW 1963, CHAPTER 180 - AN ACT TO AMENDG. S. 47-30 TO
EXEMPT MITCHELL COUNTY.
The bill exempts Mitchell County.

SESSION LAW 1963, CHAPTER 236 - AN ACT TO AMEND G. 8. 47-30, G. S. 47-
32, AND G. S. 47-32.2, RE- LATING TO LAND MAPS TO BE REGISTERED,
SO AS TO MAKE THE SAID SECTIONS APPLICABLE TO BLADEN

COUNTY.
The bill includes Bladen County

SESSION LAW 1963, CHAPTER 361 - AN ACT TO AMEND G. S. 47-30, G. 8. 47-32,
AND G. S.47-32.2, RE- LATING TO PLATS AND SUBDIVISIONS OF LAND
SURVEYS, SO AS TO EXEMPT ROCKINGHAM COUNTY FROM THE PRO-
VISIONS THEREOF.

The bill exempts Rockingham County
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22,

23.

SESSION LAW 1963, CHAPTER 403 - AN ACT TO AMEND G. 8. 47-30 SO
AS TO MAKE THE SAME INAPPLICABLE TO MAPS OF
MUNICIPAL BOUNDARIES,

The bill exempts annexations and municipal boundaries.

SESSION LAW 1965, CHAPTER 225 — AN ACT TO EXEMPT CLAY COUNTY FROM
THE PROVISIONS OF G. 8. 47-30, 47-32 and 47-32.2 PERTAINING TO THE
REQUIREMENTS OF MAPS AND PLATS FOR RECORDATION AND SPECIAL
PROCEEDINGS,AND PUNITIVE PROVISIONS,

The bill exempts Clay County
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NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY
1959 SESSION

CHAPTER 1235
SENATE BILL 61

AN ACT TO AMEND CHAPTER 47 OF THE GENERAL STATUTES RELATING
TO PLATS AND SUBDIVISIONS AND LAND SURVEYS AND RECORDING
OF SAME.

The General Assembly of North Carolina do enact:

Section 1. G. S. 47-30 as amended, as indicated by G. S. 47-30, 1957
Cumulative Supplement to the General Statutes, is rewritten to read as follows:

"G. S. 47-30. Plats and Subdivisions: Mapping Requirements.

"a.  Size Requirements: All land maps presented to the register of deeds for
recording in the registry of a county in North Carolina after January 1, 1960, shall have
an outside marginal size of not more than 21 inches by 30 inches nor less than eight and
one-half inches by eleven inches, including one and one-half inches for binding on the
left margin and one-half inch border on each of the other sides. Where size of land
areas, or suitable scale to assure legibility require, maps may be placed on two or more
sheets with appropriate match lines. All counties currently operating under statutes or
other laws setting forth regulatory size will be allowed to continue to use such sizes as
are currently in use until June 30, 1963, on or before which time they shall modify their
size to conform to those shown above.

"b.  All maps presented for recording shall be a reproducible map in cloth, linen,
film, or other permanent material and submitted in this form. Such recorded map shall
be maintained in map files and a direct or photographic copy shall be placed in the map
book maintained for that purpose and properly indexed for use.

"c.  The title of each map shall contain the following information: Property
designation, name of owner, location to include township, county and state, the date or
dates the survey was made; scale in feet per inch in words or figures and bar graph;
name, address, registration number and seal of engineer or surveyor.

"d.  Certificate: There shall appear on each map a certificate by the person making
the survey, or the map where no survey was made, stating the origin of the information
shown on the map, including deeds and any recorded data shown thereon. If a complete
survey was made, the error of closure as calculated by latitudes and departures must be
shown. Any lines on the map that were not actually surveyed must be clearly indicated
and a statement included revealing the source of information, The execution of such
certificate shall be acknowledged before any officer authorized to take



7| Page

acknowledgments by the person preparing the map. All maps to be recorded shall be
probated as required by law for the registration of deeds.

"(1) The certificate required above shall be in substantially the following form:

"I, certify that this map was drawn from (an actual survey
made by me) (deed description recorded in Book , Page , Book ;
Page , etc.) (other); that the error of closure as calculated by latitudes and
departures is 1: ; that the boundaries not surveyed are shown as broken
lines plotted from information found in Book , Page ; that this map was
prepared in accordance with G. S. 47-30 as amended. Witness my hand and Seal this

day of ,ALD., 19 :

Surveyor or Engineer

"e. If area of land parcels is shown, the method of computation used by the
surveyor must be shown, Area "by estimation" is not acceptable, nor is the area copied
from another source.

"f.  Every map shall contain the following specific information:

"(1) An accurately positioned North arrow co-ordinated with any bearings shown
on the map. Indication shall be made as to whether the North index is true, magnetic or
grid.

"(2) The azimuth or courses and distances as surveyed of every line shall be
shown including offset lines where actually used in the field. Distances shall be in feet
and decimals thereof; other units of measure may be placed in parentheses if desired.

"(3) All map lines shall be by horizontal (level) measurements. All information
shown on the map shall be correctly plotted to the scale shown. Enlargement of portions
of a map are acceptable in the interest of clarity, where shown as inserts on the same
sheet.

"(4) Where a boundary is formed by a curved line, the following data must be
given: actual survey data from the point of curvature of the curve to the point of tangent
shall be shown as standard curve data, or as a traverse of chords around the curve.

"(5) Where a subdivision of land is set out on the map, all streets and lots shall be
carefully plotted with dimension lines indicating widths and all other pertinent
information necessary to re-establish in the field.

"(6) Where control corners have been established in compliance with G. S.
39-32.1, 2, 3, and 4, as amended, the location and pertinent information as required in
the reference statute shall be plotted on the map. All other corners which are marked by
monument or natural object shall be so identified on all maps, and all corners of
adjacent owners in the boundary lines of the subject tract which are marked by
monument or natural object must be shown with a distance from one or more of the
subject tract's corners.

"(7) The names of adjacent land owners and lot block and subdivision
designations shall be shown where they have been determined and verified by the
surveyor,

Page 2 S.L. 1959-1235 Senate Bill 61
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"(8) All visible and apparent rights of way, water courses, utilities, roadways, and
other such improvements shall be accurately located where crossing or forming any
boundary line of the property shown, and locating, offset or traverse lines shall be
plotted in broken lines with azimuths or courses and distances shown on the map.,

"(9) Where the map is the result of a survey, one or more comers shall, by a
system of azimuths or courses and distances, be accurately tied to a monument of some
U. S. or State Agency Survey System, such as the U. S. Coast and Geodetic Survey
Systems, where such monument is within 2,000 feet of said corner. Where the N. C.
Grid System co-ordinates of said monument have been published by the North Carolina
Department of Conservation and Development, the co-ordinates of the referenced
corner shall be computed and shown in X and Y ordinates on the map. Where such a
monument is not available, the tie shall be made to some pertinent and permanent
recognizable landmark or identifiable point.

"g.  Such map, when prepared, proven and probated as provided herein as deeds
and other conveyances, when presented for recording, shall be recorded in the Map
Book and when so recorded shall be duly indexed. Reference in any instrument
hereafter executed to the record of any map herein authorized shall have the same effect
as if the description of the lands as indicated on the record of the map were set out in the
instrument.

"h.  Nothing in this Act shall be deemed to prevent the recording of any map
made prior to January 1, 1960.

"i.  Nothing in this Act shall be deemed to invalidate any instrument or the title
thereby conveyed making reference to any recorded map."

Sec. 2. G. S. 47-32 is amended to read as follows:

"After January 1, 1960, in all special proceedings in which a map shall be filed as a
part of the papers, such map shall meet the specifications required for recording of maps
in the office of the register of deeds, and the Clerk of Superior Court shall certify a copy
thereof to the register of deeds of the county in which said lands lie for recording in the
Map Book provided for that purpose; and the Clerk of Superior Court shall have a
photographic copy of said map made on a sheet of the same size as the leaves in the
book in which the special proceeding is recorded, and when made, shall place said
photographic copy in said book at the end of the report of the commissioner or other
document referring to said map. The Clerk of Superior Court shall be allowed a fee to
be fixed by the county commissioners, to be taxed in the bill of costs, which fee shall
cover the cost of making said photographic copy and all services of the Clerk in
connection therewith."

Sec. 3. Any person, firm or corporation wilfully violating the provisions of
this Act shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction shall be subject to a fine
of not less than fifty dollars ($50.00) nor more than five hundred dollars ($500.00).

Sec. 3A. This Act shall not apply to Washington and Tyrrell Counties.

Sec. 3.1. The provisions of this Act shall not apply to the following Counties:
Beaufort, Hyde, Jones, Pamlico, Pitt, Robeson, Watauga, Northampton, Martin,
Scotland, Pender, Surry, Alleghany, Harnett, Swain, Madison, Person, Cherokee,

Senate Bill 61 S.L. 1959-1235 Page 3



Lenoir, Bladen, Franklin, Caswell, Greene, Hoke, Pasquotank, Ashe, Alexander, Lee
and Jackson.

Sec. 4. All laws and clauses of laws in conflict with the provisions of this Act
are hereby repealed.

Sec. 5. This Act shall be in full force and effect from and after January 1,

1960.

In the General Assembly read three times and ratified, this the 20th day of
June, 1959.
Page 4 S.L. 1959-1235 Senate Bill 61
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NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY
1973 SESSION

CHAPTER 76
HOUSE BILL 273

AN ACT TO DELETE ROCKINGHAM COUNTY FROM THE PROVISIONS OF
G.S. 47-30(K) RELATING TO MAPPING REQUIREMENTS OF PLATS AND
SUBDIVISIONS.

The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:

Section 1. G.S. 47-30(k) is hereby amended by deleting the word
"Rockingham" after the word "Robeson" and before the word "Sampson".

Sec. 2. This act shall become effective on October 1, 1973.

In the General Assembly read three times and ratified, this the 12th day of
March, 1973.

NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY
1973 SESSION

CHAPTER 1171
HOUSE BILL 2096

AN ACT TO ELIMINATE MADISON COUNTY'S EXEMPTION FROM THE
APPLICATION OF G.S. 47-30 CONCERNING THE RECORDING OF PLAT
AND SUBDIVISION MAPS,

The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:

Section 1. G.S. 47-30(k) is hereby amended by deleting the word "Madison"
which appears on line 4 thereof.

Sec. 2. This act shall become effective upon ratification.

In the General Assembly read three times and ratified, this the 4th day of
April, 1974,
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NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY
1973 SESSION

CHAPTER 848
HOUSE BILL 1430

AN ACT TO AMEND G.S. 47-30(K) TO BRING UNION COUNTY UNDER
UNIFORM MAPPING REQUIREMENTS.

The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:

Section 1. G.S. 47-30 is hereby amended by deleting the word "Union" in
subsection (k).

Sec. 2. This act shall become effective on July 1, 1974.

In the General Assembly read three times and ratified, this the 11th day of
February, 1974.

NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY
1975 SESSION

CHAPTER 192
HOUSE BILL 469

AN ACT TO AMEND G.S. 47-30 TO MAKE HARNETT COUNTY SUBJECT TO
THE PROVISIONS OF THE STATE MAPPING REQUIREMENTS.

The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:

Section 1. G.S. 47-30(k) of Volume 2A of the 1966 Replacement Volume of
the General Statutes is hereby amended on line 3 by deleting the following word and
punctuation "Harnett,".

Sec. 2. This act shall become effective July 1, 1975.

In the General Assembly read three times and ratified, this the 2nd day of
May, 1975.
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NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY
1975 SESSION

CHAPTER 200
HOUSE BILL 602

AN ACT TG AMEND G.S. 47-30(K) TO DELETE WATAUGA COUNTY SO THAT
THE STATE MAPPING REQUIREMENTS WILL APPLY TO WATAUGA
COUNTY.

The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:

Section 1. G.S. 47-30(k) as the same appears in the 1974 Cumulative
Supplement to Volume 2A of the General Statutes is hereby amended by deleting in line
7 the word "Watauga".

Sec. 2. It is the intent of this act that the provisions of G.S. 47-30 shall apply
to Watauga County.

Sec. 3. This act shall become effective July 1, 1975.

In the General Assembly read three times and ratified, this the 5th day of
May, 1975.

NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY
1977 SESSION

CHAPTER 50
HOUSE BILL 251

AN ACT TO AMEND G.S. 47-30(K) TO DELETE LENOIR COUNTY SO THAT
THE STATE MAPPING REQUIREMENTS WILL APPLY TO LENOIR
COUNTY.

The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:

Section 1. G.S. 47-30(k) is hereby amended by deleting the word "Lenoir".

Sec. 2. It is the intent of this act that the provisions of G.S. 47-30 shall apply
to Lenoir County.

Sec. 3. This act shall become effective July 1, 1977.

In the General Assembly read three times and ratified, this the 4th day of
March, 1977.
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NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY
1977 SESSION

CHAPTER 221
HOUSE BILL 484

AN ACT TO MAKE THE PROVISIONS OF G.S. 47-30(K), G.S. 47-32 AND G.S. 47-
32.2 APPLICABLE TO TYRRELL COUNTY.

The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:

Section 1. G.S. 47-30(k) is amended by deleting the word "Tyrrell".

Sec. 2. G.S. 47-32 is amended by deleting the word "Tyrrell".

Sec. 3. G.S. 47-32.2 is amended by deleting the word "Tyrrell".

Sec. 4. This act shall become effective upon ratification.

In the General Assembly read three times and ratified, this the 18th day of
April, 1977.

NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY
1977 SESSION

CHAPTER 305
HOUSE BILL 752

AN ACT TO REQUIRE MAPS FILED IN ONSLOW COUNTY, PURSUANT TO
G.S. 47-30, TO BE 18 INCHES BY 24 INCHES AND TO MAKE THE STATE
MAPPING REQUIREMENTS APPLICABLE TO SAMPSON COUNTY.

The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:

Section 1. Notwithstanding the provisions of G.S. 47-30(a), all land maps
presented to the Register of Deeds of Onslow County for recording shall hereafter be of
a standard map size of 18 inches by 24 inches. This section shall be applicable to
Onslow County only.

Seec. 2. G. S. 47-30(k) is amended by deleting the word "Sampson” from that
subsection.

Sec. 3. Section 1 of this act shall become effective upon ratification. Section
2 of this act shall become effective July 1, 1977.

In the General Assembly read three times and ratified, this the 3rd day of
May, 1977.



14| Page

NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY
1979 SESSION

CHAPTER 330
SENATE BILL 449

AN ACT TO BRING ASHE COUNTY UNDER G.S. 47-30, DEALING WITH
RECORDING OF PLATS, WITH CERTAIN EXCEPTIONS.

The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:

Section 1. G.S. 47-30(k) is amended by deleting the word "Ashe,".

Sec. 2. G.S. 47-30(b) is repealed.

Sec. 3. G.S. 47-30(a) is amended by deleting the phrase "not more than 21
inches by 30 inches”, and inserting in lieu thereof the words "not more than 18 inches
by 24 inches".

Sec. 4. This act shall apply to Ashe County only.

Sec. 5. This act shall become effective 30 days after ratification.

In the General Assembly read three times and ratified, this the 10th day of
April, 1979.
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